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The communities of Elk Grove, Hanover Park, Itasca, Roselle, and Schaumburg express strong 
interest in the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) “NextGrid” study that was recently 
launched. It is our understanding that the study is focused on finding new technologies, utility 
business models, and regulatory strategies to transform the Illinois grid into a more flexible and 
efficient resource. A recent press release indicated that the study will assess technological 
advancements regarding the way electricity is bought, sold, generated, and consumed. We 
believe the way electricity is delivered also needs to be incorporated into the scope of study. 
 
Our coalition of five (5) communities have registered prior concerns and objections regarding the 
proposed Commonwealth Edison West Central Reliability Project (Project). The Project is an 
electrical transmission line project that is planned to run 9 miles and connect substations in 
Bartlett, Illinois and Itasca, Illinois. The project will serve as a continuation of the Grand Prairie 
Gateway Project that is bringing similar transmission infrastructure from Byron, IL to a Com Ed 
substation near Bartlett, IL. We have been told by Com Ed representatives that the Project is 
being designed to carry 138 kV infrastructure to address an alleged reliability concern at the 
Bartlett sub-station and 345 kV infrastructure to address future growth in demand. 
 
There are many questions regarding the veracity of Com Ed’s claims regarding the need for this 
project. The five communities are currently opposed to this project because of unanswered 
questions and a lack of clear and convincing evidence justifying its need. However, in the spirit 
of fact-finding and cooperation, the communities believe that the Project represents a potential 
case study for the NextGrid project. Before Com Ed expends a reported $60 million or more of 
ratepayer funds on the Project, the outcomes of the NextGrid project should be studied and 
applied. Potential benefits of this strategy include opportunities for the Project infrastructure to 
be redesigned to make it more efficient, more effective, less intrusive, and less costly. 
 
In closing, we appreciate the opportunity to share our thoughts regarding the NextGrid project – 
it is an exciting opportunity for the State of Illinois and all electricity stakeholders. The ICC is 
urged to include delivery of electricity in the scope of services for the NextGrid project. 
Furthermore, it is recommended that the West Central Reliability Project be considered as a case 
study that could benefit from the outcomes of the NextGrid project. 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact any of me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
BRIAN A. TOWNSEND | VILLAGE MANAGER 
Village of Schaumburg | 101 Schaumburg Court | Schaumburg, IL | 60193-1899 
phone:  847.923.4700 | fax:  847.923.2560 
www.villageofschaumburg.com 
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